Announcing the 2023 Jane Addams Children’s Book Award Finalists
in the Older Children Category

New York, N.Y.--(December 8, 2022)--The Jane Addams Peace Association is
delighted to announce the finalist titles under consideration for the 2023 Jane Addams
Children’s Book Award in the Older Children category. Please find the exemplary
Jane Addams Children’s Book Award Finalists for Older Children listed at the
conclusion of this release.

The Jane Addams Peace Association will announce winning and honor books from
among these finalists on January 13, 2023. Awards will be presented to the winning
and honored authors and illustrators at a ceremony in Spring 2023 (exact date to
come). All are invited, whether they be in classrooms, libraries or at home.

Since 1953, the Jane Addams Children’s Book Award has annually recognized
children’s books of literary and aesthetic excellence that effectively engage children in
thinking about peace, social justice, global community, and equity for all people. A
national committee of members with passion for and expertise in children’s literature
and social justice is responsible for making the choices each year.

We believe that these books, and others like them, can open up conversations between
children and their adults—teachers, librarians and caregivers—about what is happening
in the world around them and how they can be changemakers in their own families
and communities. We hope that promoting our final contenders in this way will serve
to highlight a greater number of excellent children’s books that can deepen
understanding of peace and justice.

A special thanks to the Hastings Peace and Justice Fund for their generous support of
the Jane Addams Children’s Book Award for many years.

2023 Jane Addams Children’s Book Award Finalist Titles for Older Children

Alice Austen Lived Here. Alex Gino, Scholastic Press.
The Civil War of Amos Abernathy. Michael Leali, HarperCollins Children’s Books.

Dream, Annie, Dream. Waka T. Brown, Quill Tree Books/HarperCollins Children’s
Books.

Fight Back. A.M. Dassu, Tu Books/Lee & Low Books.



The First Rule of Climate Club. Carrie Firestone, G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for
Young Readers/Penguin Random House.

The Last Beekeeper. Pablo Cartaya, Harper/HarperCollins Children’s Books.

Lotus Bloom and the Afro Revolution. Sherri Winston, Bloomsbury Children’s
Books.

Rima’s Rebellion: Courage in a Time of Tyranny. Margarita Engle, Atheneum Books
for Young Readers/Simon & Schuster.

A Seed in the Sun. Aida Salazar, Dial Books for Young Readers/Penguin Random
House.

Swim Team. Johnnie Christmas, Harper Alley/HarperCollins Children’s Books.

Undercover Latina. Aya de Leon, Candlewick Press.

Yonder. Ali Standish, Harper/HarperCollins Children’s Books.



